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Abstract

The Mimicry-Memorization (Mim-Mem) method is often criticized for turning vocabulary
teaching into mechanical repetition with little interaction, yet it remains common in
Indonesian Islamic schools. This study explores how the method is re-employed from an
interactive learning perspective in Arabic vocabulary teaching at MTs Manbaus Sholihin,
Gresik. Using a qualitative case study design, data were collected through classroom
observation, semi-structured interviews with the Arabic teacher and Grade VII students, and
documents, and were analyzed with the interactive model of Miles, Huberman, and Saldafia
with triangulation. The teacher retained the method’s four stages (listening, imitation,
repetition, and memorization), added a fifth stage of use, and layered interactive activities
over the stages: pair dialogues, group work, games, competitions, and immediate feedback.
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Participants observed improvements in vocabulary recall, pronunciation, use, and classroom
participation. The study proposes an “Interactive Mimicry-Memorization-Use” model that
explains the complementarity between structured repetition and interaction through
retrieval practice, the involvement load hypothesis, and the interaction hypothesis.

Keywords: Mimicry-Memorization method; Arabic vocabulary teaching; interactive learning;
retrieval practice; case study

Abstrak

Metode Mimicry-Memorization (Mim-Mem) kerap dikritik karena menjadikan pembelajaran
kosakata sebagai pengulangan mekanis yang minim interaksi, padahal metode ini masih lazim
di madrasah Indonesia. Penelitian ini mengkaji bagaimana metode tersebut diterapkan
kembali dari perspektif pembelajaran interaktif dalam pembelajaran kosakata bahasa Arab di
MTs Manbaus Sholihin Gresik. Dengan desain studi kasus kualitatif, data dikumpulkan melalui
observasi kelas, wawancara semi-terstruktur dengan guru bahasa Arab dan siswa kelas VI,
serta dokumentasi, lalu dianalisis dengan model interaktif Miles, Huberman, dan Saldafia
disertai triangulasi. Guru mempertahankan empat tahap metode (menyimak, menirukan,
mengulang, dan menghafal), menambahkan tahap kelima berupa penggunaan, serta melapisi
tahap-tahap itu dengan aktivitas interaktif: dialog berpasangan, kerja kelompok, permainan,
kompetisi, dan umpan balik langsung. Partisipan mengamati peningkatan dalam mengingat,
melafalkan, dan menggunakan kosakata serta dalam partisipasi kelas. Penelitian ini
mengusulkan model “Mimicry-Memorization-Use Interaktif” yang menjelaskan keterpaduan
antara pengulangan terstruktur dan interaksi melalui praktik pengambilan kembali (retrieval
practice), hipotesis beban keterlibatan, dan hipotesis interaksi.

Kata kunci: metode Mimicry-Memorization; pembelajaran kosakata bahasa Arab;
pembelajaran interaktif; praktik pengambilan kembali; studi kasus
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