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Abstract

Rhetoric is considered one of the human sciences that has played a pivotal role in shaping
human thought from ancient Greek civilization to the modern era. In Aristotle’s perspective,
rhetoricis associated with the art of persuasion based on a balance between reason, emotion,
and ethics. In his work Rhetoric, Aristotle established the theoretical foundations of what is
now known as effective communication and influential discourse. The most important pillars
of Aristotelian rhetoric consist of three main elements: Ethos, which relates to the speaker’s
credibility and moral character; Pathos, which concerns emotional influence on the audience;
and Logos, which is based on logic and rational argumentation. These concepts hold
significant importance in the field of Arabic language teaching, particularly in the teaching of
speaking skills at universities, because speaking skills are not limited to grammatical accuracy
and correct pronunciation, but also include the ability to express ideas persuasively, construct
arguments, convince listeners, and interact with various cultural and social contexts. Hence,
linking Aristotelian rhetoric with the teaching of speaking skills represents an educational
approach that contributes to the development of students’ communicative competence. This
study aims to analyze the contribution of Aristotle’s rhetorical thought to the development
of speaking skill instruction in universities and to explain how the elements of Ethos, Pathos,
and Logos can be employed in constructing modern teaching strategies that enhance
students’ communication and persuasive abilities. Furthermore, the study seeks to clarify the
relationship between classical rhetoric and modern language teaching theories, with a focus
on the possibilities of integrating philosophical heritage with contemporary educational
needs. The research employs a qualitative approach based on library research and content
analysis through examining primary sources related to Aristotelian rhetoric, as well as
contemporary studies on Arabic language teaching and speaking skills. The findings reveal
that integrating the principles of Aristotelian rhetoric into speaking skill instruction
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significantly improves the quality of students’ oral communication, develops their critical
thinking abilities, enhances their capacity to formulate arguments, and enables them to use
language in a persuasive and balanced manner.
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